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KILIMANJARO AND ITS PEOPLE*
KILIMANJARO is the highest mountain in Africa and appa-
rently in the British Empire. Though it is situated near the
Equator, the summit of the mountain for thousands of feet is
encased in perennial glaciers, which render it absolutely in-
accessible to the natives and very difficult of ascension even
for expert European climbers. Indeed, very few have reached
the top, The writer of this book, who is Senior Commissioner
of the Tanganyika Territory (formerly German East Africa),
has painted a very attractive picture of the scenery, which
appears to be extremely beautiful. But his main interest is
with the people, with whom, as representative of the British
Government, he has been brought into intimate contact. He
has used his opportunities to good purpose, and his book
must have permanent value as a record of the primitive
customs and beliefs of a people who, perched on their moun-
tain heights, remained absolutely unknown to Europe down
to the middle of the nineteenth century.
The people belong to the Bantu stock, and have been
formed by the union of clans which, from time to time, have
split off from various tribes in the lowlands and have moved
up the mountain either in search of better land or under the
pressure of enemies. All are purely agricultural, except in
one district, which alone affords grazing land for large herds.
Under European government, which put a stop to wars, the
population has rapidly increased and now numbers about
125,000, Originating from different tribes, and even different
races, they settled in separate communities, which were
usually divided from each other by deep river valleys, and
* Kilimanjaro and its People.   By the Hon. Charles Dundas.  (London:
Witherby, 1924.)   (The Times Literary Supplement, May 22, 1924.)
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